
                           Tracing the Accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India 

The accession of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) to India in 1947 marked a significant moment in the 

history of the Indian subcontinent. This decision was not merely a political maneuver; it laid the 

foundation for the region's integration into India, setting the stage for development, stability, and 

prosperity. Over the years, the people of Jammu and Kashmir have witnessed remarkable 

advancements in various sectors, demonstrating the benefits of this integration. Conversely, the 

situation in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (POJK) highlights the disparities that arise 

from mismanagement and neglect. This article delves into the historical context of J&K's accession 

to India, the progress made since then, and the hollow nature of UN resolutions used by Pakistan 

to further its agenda. It will also explore how the region is thriving under Indian governance, the 

New Kashmir model, and how Pakistan should focus on improving its own domestic affairs rather 

than perpetuating a narrative of grievance. 

The accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India occurred in the tumultuous period following 

the end of British colonial rule. In October 1947, tribal invasion from Pakistan threatened the 

sovereignty of the princely state. Maharaja Hari Singh, the then-ruler of J&K, faced an existential 

crisis. With no option left, he signed the Instrument of Accession to India on October 26, 1947, 

which was accepted by the Indian government. This move was legal and in accordance with the 

Indian Independence Act of 1947. Despite its legal validity, the accession was met with resistance, 

particularly from Pakistan, which laid claim to the region based on its Muslim-majority population. 

However, the UN resolutions that followed did not invalidate the accession; they merely called for 

a plebiscite under specific conditions. These conditions have remained unfulfilled largely due to 

Pakistan's failure to withdraw its forces from the region, rendering the resolutions hollow and 

ineffective. 

Key UN Resolutions on Jammu and Kashmir 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has passed several resolutions concerning the 

Kashmir dispute. Here are some key resolutions and their implications: 

Resolution        Date      Key Points 

UNSC Res. 47 April 21, 1948 Called for a ceasefire and 

proposed a plebiscite to 

determine the future of J&K, 

contingent upon Pakistan 

withdrawing its troops. 

UNSC Res. 51 June 3, 1948 Urged both India and Pakistan 

to cooperate with the UN and 

emphasized the need for a 

peaceful resolution. 

UNSC Res. 80 March 14, 1950 Called for both countries to 

work towards a plebiscite and 

emphasized the importance of 

reducing tensions. 



UNSC Res. 91 March 30, 1951 Reaffirmed the necessity of a 

plebiscite and urged both 

parties to facilitate its 

implementation. 

 

These resolutions were based on the assumption that Pakistan would withdraw its troops, which it 

has never done, making a plebiscite unfeasible. Instead, Pakistan has continued to use these 

resolutions as a basis for its claims while ignoring the stipulations necessary for their 

implementation. 

The Hollow Nature of UN Resolutions 

The UN resolutions concerning Jammu and Kashmir, particularly those from 1948 and 1949, 

proposed a plebiscite to allow the people of the region to choose their own future. However, these 

resolutions were based on assumptions that have never materialized. Pakistan has consistently used 

these resolutions to legitimize its claims, but its lack of compliance undermines their validity. First 

and foremost, Pakistan has failed to withdraw its troops from areas of J&K that it occupies. This 

non-compliance has created a situation where any referendum or plebiscite would be 

fundamentally compromised. Furthermore, the changing demographics and political realities of 

the region make the feasibility of such a plebiscite increasingly questionable. The repeated 

emphasis by Pakistan on these resolutions distracts from its own failures in governance and 

development within POJK, which remains neglected and impoverished. 

Progress in Jammu and Kashmir 

In contrast to the stagnant conditions in POJK, J&K has experienced considerable development 

since its accession to India. The region has benefited from various government initiatives aimed 

at infrastructure development, education, healthcare, and economic growth. 

Infrastructure Development 

One of the most visible aspects of progress in J&K is the significant improvement in infrastructure. 

The government has invested heavily in roads, bridges, and public transport systems, connecting 

remote areas with urban centers. Initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

(PMGSY) have transformed rural connectivity, making it easier for people to access essential 

services. 

Investment in Infrastructure (2015-2023) 

Year  Investment (INR Crores) Projects Completed 

2015 1,200 200 

2016 1,500 250 

2017 2,000 300 

2018 2,500 350 



2019 3,000 400 

2020 4,000 450 

2021 4,500 500 

2022 5,000 600 

2023 5,500 700 

 

The New Kashmir Model 

In recent years, the government has introduced the "New Kashmir Model," which focuses on 

sustainable development, economic self-reliance, and improved governance. This model aims to 

empower local communities, enhance livelihoods, and attract investment by creating a conducive 

environment for businesses. 

Key components of the New Kashmir Model include: 

Skill Development Initiatives: Programs aimed at providing vocational training and skill 

development to the youth are being emphasized. This has led to increased employability and 

entrepreneurship among local populations. Investment in Tourism: The model recognizes the 

immense potential of tourism in J&K. The government has rolled out initiatives to promote eco-

tourism, adventure tourism, and cultural tourism, aiming to attract both domestic and international 

tourists. Support for Agriculture: By promoting organic farming and modern agricultural practices, 

the New Kashmir Model seeks to enhance agricultural productivity and ensure food security. The 

introduction of high-yield varieties of crops has also benefited local farmers. 

Tourism Revival 

Tourism, a vital sector for J&K's economy, has seen a resurgence under the New Kashmir Model. 

In 2023, J&K witnessed over 1.5 million tourist arrivals during the summer season alone, a 

significant increase compared to previous years. The government's efforts in promoting the region 

as a safe and attractive tourist destination have paid off. 

Tourism Statistics (2020-2023) 

Year Domestic Tourists International Tourists Total Tourists 

2020 600,000 50,000 650,000 

2021 800,000 60,000 860,000 

2022 1,200,000 90,000 1,290,000 

2023 1,400,000 100,000 1,500,000 

 



Tourism in J&K is not just about its breathtaking landscapes; it includes cultural experiences, 

heritage sites, and adventure sports. The promotion of events like the Tulip Festival in Srinagar 

and Adventure Sports Festival in Pahalgam has garnered attention, further boosting local 

businesses and creating jobs. 

Education and Employment 

The educational landscape of J&K has also undergone significant changes. With the establishment 

of numerous schools, colleges, and vocational training centers, access to education has improved 

markedly. Initiatives such as the “Digital India” campaign have further facilitated access to 

information and learning resources, enabling students to engage with modern educational tools. 

The focus on education has resulted in a more skilled workforce, attracting industries to the region 

and creating employment opportunities. The rise of the tourism sector, driven by the natural beauty 

of the region, has further contributed to job creation and economic stability. 

Healthcare Initiatives 

Healthcare services in J&K have improved significantly since its integration with India. The 

government has made strides in building hospitals and health centers across the region, ensuring 

that residents have access to quality medical care. Programs like Ayushman Bharat have provided 

financial coverage for various health services, enhancing the overall well-being of the population. 

The Contrast with Pakistan-Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (POJK) 

In stark contrast to the development seen in Indian-administered J&K, POJK has remained 

underdeveloped and marginalized. The region has been subjected to neglect, mismanagement, and 

authoritarian governance by Pakistan, leading to a lack of basic services and opportunities. 

Economic Disparities 

The economic conditions in POJK are starkly different from those in J&K. Limited investment in 

infrastructure and local industries has resulted in high unemployment rates and poverty. The region 

lacks the basic facilities required for sustainable development, such as reliable electricity, clean 

drinking water, and healthcare services. This neglect has led to widespread dissatisfaction among 

the local population. 

Human Development Index (HDI) Comparison 

Region HDI Score (2022) Main Challenges 

Jammu and Kashmir 0.605 Infrastructure gaps, need for 

skill development 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 0.547 High unemployment, limited 

access to healthcare 

 



Political Repression 

The governance in POJK is marked by political repression, with little room for dissent or 

democratic participation. Residents often find their voices stifled, leading to a culture of fear and 

uncertainty. This environment stands in stark contrast to the democratic framework that operates 

in Indian-administered J&K, where people have a say in governance and can participate in political 

processes. 

The accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India has proven to be a pivotal moment for the 

region, leading to significant progress and development. The introduction of the New Kashmir 

Model has set a framework for sustainable growth, particularly in tourism, infrastructure, and local 

empowerment. The contrast between the flourishing Indian-administered J&K and the stagnation 

in POJK underscores the benefits of being part of a democratic and development-oriented nation. 

While Pakistan continues to invoke UN resolutions and perpetuate grievances, it would be more 

productive for the country to focus on its internal challenges. Instead of diverting attention to 

historical disputes, Pakistan should prioritize the welfare of its citizens and work towards 

improving governance, infrastructure, and economic opportunities within its own territories. As 

Jammu and Kashmir continues to develop and integrate with India, the narrative of progress and 

prosperity should remain at the forefront. The region is moving forward, and with continued 

investment and support, it holds the potential to become a beacon of development in the 

subcontinent. In this journey, the focus must remain on unity, progress, and the well-being of all 

its residents. 

 


