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The Bloc Québécois is a federal political party in Canada devoted to Quebec 

nationalism and the promotion of Quebec sovereignty. The Bloc seeks to create the 

conditions necessary for the political secession of Quebec from Canada and campaigns 

exclusively within the province during federal elections.  

 From the 1993 federal election until 2011, the Bloc was the largest party in 

Quebec and either the second- or third-largest party in the House of Commons 

through seven straight federal elections. 

 It can be concluded that Quebec didn’t decide Quebec’s destiny but Canada did. 

 

2: The Modern Quebec Sovereignty movement: 

 

A: Background: 

The goal of Quebec's sovereignist movement is to make Quebec an independent state. 

 Despite the initial failures to hold referendums and subsequent failures of the 

referendums themselves, the popularity of a Quebec centric party indicates lack 

of popularity for Canadian government itself within Quebec. The movement 

became more popular over time. 

Federal provincial tensions have always existed: 

 The Québec government sought to stake out diplomatic ties independently.  

 In 1961, it opened the Maisons du Québec in Paris, London and New York.  

 However, when Québec signaled its intention to sign cultural and educational 

agreements with France, Ottawa intervened, asserting that there could be only 

one interlocutor with foreign countries. 
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D: The 11980 Referrendum:  

 Howeverr, 40.46 perr cent did saay yes. 
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 Laporte was found dead in the trunk of a car on 17 October, a week after 

he had been kidnapped. He was strangled.  

The escalation of FLQ activities prompted Quebec premier Robert Bourassa — newly 

elected in April — to ask Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau to intervene.  

Trudeau, in turn, deployed the Armed Forces in Quebec and Ottawa and invoked the 

War Measures Act (on Oct 16) — the first and only time it has ever been used in a 

domestic crisis in Canada. 

 

C: Pierre Trudeau’s Harsh Measures and Harsher Words: 

Pierre Trudeau’s language wasn’t diplomatic at all. His was a language of escalation. 

In one exchange with CBC reporter Tim Rafe, Trudeau appeared to double down on his 

decision: 

 

Reporter: "Sir what is it with all these men with guns around here?" 

Trudeau: " There's a lot of bleeding hearts around who don't like to see people with 

helmets and guns. All I can say is 'go ahead and bleed' but it's more important to 

keep law and order in this society than to be worried about weak-kneed people who 

don't like the looks of..." 

Reporter: "At what cost? How far would you go? To what extent?" 

Trudeau: "Well, just watch me." 



The Wa

 T

p

c

h

 A

le

 M

p

 P

la

Prom

 T

J

 J

 "W

a

 J

Quebec s

r Measure

The War Me

olice searc

harges and

istory the A

Across Cana

egal counse

Many peopl

laced. 

Police condu

ater release

minent figu

That mornin

ulien. 

ulien's part

Why was I 

n inkling. W

ulien and G

singer Pauline

s Act: 

easures Ac

ches and a

d without th

Act was use

ada — but 

el and ultim

e were arre

ucted more

ed without t

ures were a

ng the polic

ner, journa

in jail?" said

What had I s

Godin were 

e Julien: 

ct, which su

rrests witho

he right to 

ed during pe

most of al

mately releas

ested for u

e than 3,000

he laying o

arrested: 

ce arrested

list Gérald 

d Godin. "If

said? What

in custody 

uspended b

out warrant

see a lawy

eacetime.

l in Québec

sed, often w

up to 21 da

0 searches 

or hearing o

d 405 peop

Godin, was

f only they 

t had I writte

for 8 days 

basic civil ri

ts, and pro

yer. It was 

c — hundre

without any

ays without 

and detain

of charges, 

ple includin

s also arres

had questio

en or publis

for no appa

ghts and lib

olonged det

the first tim

eds were a

y explanatio

any actual

ned 497 peo

and 62 wer

ng Quebec 

sted. 

oned me, I 

shed?" 

arent reaso

berties, allo

tentions wit

me in Cana

arrested, de

on. 

l charges b

ople; 435 w

re charged.

singer Pa

might have

on. 

 

owed 

thout 

adian 

enied 

being 

were 

. 

uline 

e had 



 

D: Hum

 D

a

c

th

 

 T

th

re

T

b

o

an Rights 

Due process

ble to con

onfined, or 

he outside w

The average

han three 

eported bei

The War Me

ut it did hu

utcome. 

Abuses un

s was put o

sult lawyer

challenge 

world; to th

e detainee 

months, a

ing physica

easures Ac

ugely incre

nder the W

on hold. Fo

rs, seek ba

their confin

eir loved on

spent seve

and accord

ally abused 

ct did not ex

ease their d

 

War Measur

or the first w

ail, request

nement in c

nes, it was 

en days con

ding to so

or beaten 

xplicitly give

discretionar

res Act: 

week behin

t informatio

court. Many

as if they’d

nfined, but o

ociologist C

during thei

e police the

ry powers. 

“Ms. Julie
natural ev
was an ea
Québécoi
concert fo
Front de l

 

English C
this char
performe

nd bars, de

on as to w

y were deni

d disappear

others were

Christopher

r arrests or

e right to a

Abuse wa

en saw inde
volutionary 
arly support
s, and sang

or imprisone
ibération du

Canada wa
ismatic Qu

er who reje

etainees we

hy they’d b

ied contact

red. 

e jailed for m

r Hewitt, s

r interrogat

buse prison

as a predict

ependence 
step for Qu
ter of the P
g at a 1968
ed member
u Québec.”

as dumbfou
uébécoise 
ected Cana

eren’t 

been 

t with 

more 

some 

ions. 

ners, 

table 

as a 
uebec. She 
Parti 
8 benefit 
rs of the 
” 

unded by 

ada. 



 

 

 

 

 

4: The F

Langua

In Québ

almost 8

Fault-line: 

age factor a

bec, French

80 percent o

and perspe

h is the mot

of the popu

ective on id

ther tongue

ulation are C

dentity 

e of around

Canadian F

d 7.3 million

French spea

n people. T

akers. (As o

This means

of 2021) 

 

s that 



 Like elsewhere in the world, the 1960s were marked by a taste for emancipation, 

leading to the Quiet Revolution, which paved the way for a decade of debates on 

the predominant role of the French language.  

 In 1965, for instance, the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism 

noted that "Canada, without being fully conscious of the fact, is passing through 

the greatest crisis in its history. The source of the crisis lies in the Province of 

Quebec." French Canadian nationalism, which was becoming more and more 

Québecois in nature, was exacerbated by this crisis. The number of separatist 

groups increased. 

 In 1976, the Parti Québécois, led by René Lévesque, was swept to power and 

made French the official language of Québec. 

 

Do the Anglophones look down on French speakers?  

I. When French-speaking Quebecers were asked whether English-speaking 

Canadians consider them to be inferior, 54 per cent felt this was the case in the 

1980 and 1995 referendum years. This proportion rose to 61 per cent in 1996 

following the failure of the second referendum on sovereignty, and remained at 

the same level in 2001. 

By early 2022, this proportion had reached the highest level yet: almost three-

quarters (72 per cent) of French-speaking Quebecers think English Canadians 

consider them inferior. 
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5: The Return of Separatism: 

 

A: The funny irony: A lookback into a 2012 incident: 

 Back in 2012, Pierre Trudeau's 40-year-old son, Justin Trudeau, who was now 

a Liberal member of Parliament, said in an interview with the French-language 

service of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp that he’d back Quebec separatism if 

the country moves too “far right”. 

 "I always say, if at a certain point I thought that Canada was really the Canada of 

Stephen Harper [the PM at that time] - that we were going against abortion, and 

we were going against gay marriage and we were going backwards in 10,000 

different ways - maybe I would think about wanting to make Quebec a country," 

he said. 

B: What Quebec sees: 

 Many in Quebec quietly await a third referendum. However, they have found a 

voice in certain politicians. 

 According to a September 2024 report, the Parti Québécois (PQ) found itself 

ahead in polls and its charismatic young leader, Paul St-Pierre 

Plamondon,promised to hold a referendum on sovereignty if elected. 

C: What Canada stands to lose: 

 Quebec accounts for about a fifth of Canada’s GDP, and its economy is deeply 

integrated with the rest of the country. In 2019, its interprovincial exports totaled 

$77.8 billion, while its imports from other provinces were $86.2 billion. 

 Separation would disrupt these ties, causing economic turmoil on both sides of 

any new border.  

 The Canadian dollar could also come under pressure, as the British pound did 

after the Brexit vote. 
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